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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 06819 300538Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 DHA-02 
10-13 USIE-00 /066W 

301601Z 043772/44 

R 3004 16Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WAHSC 614 
INFO DIA WASHDC 
CINCPAC HONOLULU 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 6819 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, TH 

SUB J : ADDITIONAL COUP SUSPECTS ARRESTED 
REF : BANGKOK 6778 
DEPT PASS USIA FOR IBS 

1 . THE POLICE-DIRECTED INQUIRY INTO THE ABORTIVE 
MARCH 26 COUP ATTEMPT IS GETTING INTO GEAR. POLICE- 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL GEN.MONCHAI PHANKHONGCHUN ON MARCH 29 
APPOINTED 36 ADDITIONAL POLICE OFFICERS TO THE TWO 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES IN CHARGE OF THE INVESTIGATION. 

2. THE POLICE ALSO ANNOUNCED THE ARREST MARCH 29 OF 

DR. AMON CHANTHARASOMBUN, DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 
JURIDICAL COUNCIL FOR ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN THE COUP. 

HE IS THE THIRD CIVILIAN TO BE ARRESTED. ALL THREE HAVE 
BEEN ACCUSED OF TREASON AND ARE NOT BEING ALLOWED BAIL 
OR VISITS FROM THEIR RELATIVES. THE PLICE HAD PREVIOUSLY 
ANNOUNCED THAT RAKSAK WATTHANAPHANIT AND PHICHAI WATSANAWONG 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 06819 300538Z 

HAD BEEN ARRESTED ON MARCH 28 ONLY FOR QUESTIONING (SEE REFTEL). 

3. ACCORDING TO THE MARCH 30 PRESS, WARRANTS HAVE 
BEEN ISSUED FOR THE ARREST OF ABOUT A DOZEN OTHER 
CIVILIANS. INCLUDED IN THIS GROUP ARE JOURNALISTS, 

FORMER POLITICIANS, BUSINESSMEN AND RETIRED MILITARY OFFICERS. 
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4. VO A HEARD IN BANGKOK MORNING OF MARCH 30 (LOCAL TIME) 
REPORTED WIDESPREAD ARRESTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
COUP. AS VO A CORRESPONDENT WAYNE COREY IS NOT RPT 

NOT CURRENTLY IN THAILAND. WE ASSUME VOA ITEM WAS 
BASED ON WIRE SERVICE REPORTS. SHOULD BE CLEAR FROM 
FOREGOING THAT THREE CIVILIANS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED AND 
WARRANTS ARE OUT FOR ARREST OF ABOUT A DOZEN OTHERS. 

IN MOST CASES PURPOSE OF ARREST IS FOR QUESTIONING ABOUT 
COUP, AND WHETHER THOSE DETAINED WILL EVER BE CHARGED AND 
TRIED WILL DEPEND ON COURSE OF INTERROGATION. 

5. NO OTHER MILITARY OFFICERS ON ACTIVE DUTY HAVE 
BEEN DETAINED SO FAR. 

BURKE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, INVESTIGATIONS, ARRESTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 30-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BANGKO06819 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 09-0211 
Format: TEL 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977039/aaaaagzi.tel 

Line Count: 76 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 1dc012bd-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BANGKOK 6778 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3197273 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ADDITIONAL COUP SUSPECTS ARRESTED 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, TH, (AMON CHANTHARASOMBUN), (RAKSAK WATTHANAPHANIT), (PHICHAI WATSANAWONG) 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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